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HEREDITY AND THE ASCENT OF MAN. By C. C. Hurst. The
Macmillan Company, New York, 1935. $1.50.
This little book is a readable account by a well-known geneticist of the
mechanism of heredity. In its 135 pages, he presents a brief review of
the laws of heredity with a quite adequate discussion of the gene. He
reviews the important literature in this field and discusses the all-important
question of how evolution progresses. Consideration is given to gene muta-
tions, to duplication of genes and chromosomes, and to the creation of new
species. A brief chapter on the nature and value of sex is followed by the
presentation, in two concluding chapters, of some interesting speculations on
the ascent of man and mind and of the future of man and mind. Professor
Hurst holds that evolution has not ceased, but rather that new species of living
organisms will arise, some of which may be man controlled. As an outcome
of this he predicts that in the course of long ages "successors of man may be
evolved in whom the influence of matter has been almost, if not entirely,
obliterated." It is, however, a little difficult to follow the author when he
says, "Such an independence of matter might enable the more adventurous
spirits among our far away descendants to leave the earth and to visit, and
maybe occupy, other planets or stellar systems of our universe, or even other
universes if they exist." He gives us the picture, then, of evolution tending
toward the evolution of mind and many higher values, independent of
material existence, with the possibility of intellectual or spiritual existence
behind matter. All of which makes one wonder how far it is safe to speculate
in science. H. S. BURR.
A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE POEM SYPHILIS SIVE MORBUS
GALLICUS BY GIROLAMO FRACASTORO OF VERONA. By Leona
Baumgartner and John F. Fulton. Yale University Press, New
Haven, 1935. Pp. 157. $5.
This is one of those rare books which are difficult to review because they
are so well done that comment sounds like mere eulogy. The man who is
convinced that there is no justification for so thorough-going a bibliography
as this has a right to condemn the book. But the increasing interest in
Fracastoro's poem is doing much to reduce the number of such skeptics and
there is little room for other criticism of the present work. In thorough-
ness of bibliographical research, in sureness of taste in the selection and state-
ment of the matter, and in the artistic merit of the book making (type, paper,
composition, binding), the work is an unqualified success. Dr. Klebs in his